                    Addressing the Group

Since you made the appointment by offering the organization’s members a “Free Child Safety Lecture”, it would be unwise to jump right into a presentation on the Child Shield, U.S.A. ™ Service.  By all means, give them exactly what you promised them, a Child Safety Lecture.  This is not as difficult as it may sound.  Use the contents of your Child Shield, U.S.A. ™ Kit, as a script.  You may want to use the following suggested format:

Introduction

“Good evening ladies and gentlemen, thank you for inviting me here this evening.  My name is (Your Name), and I represent Child Shield U.S.A. ™.  Child Shield, U.S.A. ™ is dedicated to helping to reduce the alarming number of lost, missing, abducted, and runaway children.  Our programs are based on sound, prevention & security through education 1st, and the highest level of identification 2nd, and the most efficient organized recovery system 3rd.”

Prevention:
“Each year more than one million children turn up missing.  In fact, during the ten minutes that I will be addressing you this evening, between fifteen and twenty more children will become lost or missing.  Many of these tragedies could have been prevented.  If only the parents had taken the time to properly educate their children, many of them wouldn’t have become missing in the first place.  Here are some ways you can safeguard your children.”

At this point, use the Child Shield, U.S.A. ™ “Guide to Safer Children” to lecture to the group on preventive child safety.
                                   What To Do If Your Child Is Missing:
“If you teach your children the Seven Rules for Safety and reinforce the learning by periodic review, the chances of you ever having a lost or missing child will be greatly reduced.  But, how many parents are prepared to cope with the disappearance of a child, should it ever happen?”
“Imagine with me, if you will, that you are standing at the bus stop waiting for your child to return home from school.  The bus arrives and begins to unload.  All the children stream off the bus and run to the arms of their waiting parents.  All except for your child.  You rush onto the bus…it’s empty.  Noticing your dismay, the bus driver says he doesn’t remember whether or not your child got onto the bus at school.”   Ask the group, “Who in this room, by a show of hands, would know exactly what they should do?”  There probably won’t be very many hands raised.  Most parents have never even given conscious recognition to the possibility that they could lose a child, let alone think about what to do if it ever did happen.  If there are any hands raised, call on two or three of them.  Chances are, no one can tell you the proper steps in the proper order.

         Now, use the Child Shield, U.S.A. ™ “What To Do If Your Child Is Missing” to lecture the group on the proper steps to follow if a child does turn up missing.
